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all the things & boy of seven could do in that type of surroundings = fishing,
gwimming, boating, eto,

The main reason my fathey located in Montiesllo was through Tom
O'Conner, who deli in real estate. Tom O'Conner was probably one of the
leading citizens in Monticello at thet time. He built the large stone dwelling
at the cormer of Broadway and Bluff streeis, which still iu & landmsek in Monti-
cello, Tom O Conper had financial difficulttes long before the disastrous 1929
depression; however, he made up practically all of his indebtedness, as far
as 1 know, His son, Rlchard O'Conner, the only one living of the orlginal
Tom O'Conners , donated the land on which the White County Memorial
Hospital is located .

Before my father was married, he had éa chance to be head cook for
Barnum and E%ea;ﬂl@y Clreus when they made & tour sround the world, but hig
brothers and sisters poarsusded him not o make the trip. He loved to cook
snd he made every Sunday dinner as long as he Hved when I was » boy and
growing up. While on the farm, he made dinuers for people and charged &
very minlmum eharge o conjunction with a eoitage on the Tippecanos River
walled Ravinda, 50 oalled beayuse thiee ravines merged together at that poing,
and was logated across from a place on the eszt side of the river ealled
Déaroond P@iz’m This was the second cotiage in the area, He put an ad in
the Indianspolis newspaper about Ravinia and we had quite a few customers
who spent the week ot Rawvinla. It was mostly a fishing camp and, of course,

flshing was very good &t that time, One time in porticular that I remember
¥
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wWis an oconslon when two young women rented the cottage for 8 weak and my

fnther went to town with & horse and buggy and picksed them and thelr luggsge
up and brought them down 1o the cottage, The girls were expscting a dancing
resort 80 they stayvaed one day end wani home,

He was also road supervisor while Hving north of Monticello, He took
care of the ronds and was supposed to keép order I there was any distwbance,
B¢ that time, the gvpsies came in by the hundreds in their covered wagons with
8 whole string of mgged horses, They came o Norway and parked along tﬁéea
river and were not too wall lked as & general rule, Ope night st 12:00 P, M,
my father got a call to guell & distwbance in & gypsy camp northesst of Monti~
eello in the Pike Cresk ared, When he got thers, he found that they had had
& death in thelr group who was the Gypsy King, aad for some reason or c)‘s:h@%
the horses had gone all over f&w territory and the farmers were upset about it,
These gypiles ware very excitable people and soit of lved off mca'amd” howy=
avar, wy father quelled the riot, Many years later, we found out that one of
the Norway boys had thrown & stick of dynatime in the horse coral and that was
what scattered the '.E.mx“mss .

I went to school ot Norway, Indisna, in & single room where all grades
weare taught by one teacher, I think got 82 good an education in reading,
writing, and arithmetie a8 some of them do today., In fact, when I was in the
fourth grade, [ knew ag much about avithmetic as 1 was able 1o understond about
the new method of arithmatic at the age of 60. Appavently, today some of the

ATaR]

ehildren don't know how 10 read correctly - they read words instead of thoughts;



bowever, that 1s just my opinion. I thiak as much as Hooslers ke basketball,
we could & pend 2 Mitle more tme on gome other activities Including public |
speakiog and some of 'é:iéj.aa' other artg, Novih White High School at Monen,

Indinng, has a zinging group oalled Val Hollows, Before (;“.‘:}*a.rmtmms this group

auditioned and brosdonst on TV x::lmnms-.&é 13, &, and 18, Part of my admivation

for thig group 1s jusiified because one of them i my granddeughter, Michells:

Diener. I graduated from grade school ai Norwsy and went to Montiosllo high

gschool for four ykamm and gmduated there at the long end of 16 yvears of age,

I was third kw;ghmé: of 21 graduates, which 18 nothing much to brag &*&bmﬁ: becayse

theve were so few of ue, That included all of Monticello and Bulfy m,, Indiana,

From then on, § went back 1o the ferm and Dad sold owl and moved 'il;t’;b
Pulaski, Indions, on o bigger form (@lzo locaied along the Tippecanos R:iw»%;wr);
where my brother, Bavl, who is :i’@mf yaars oldey %:hzgn I, and I helped farm with
my Dad. We steyed thare oneg :sm?w and then moved back to the pregsent location
here at Reynolds in 195%’22% We drove ouwr oows on foot from Pulaski to Reyuolds -
it sure wag a long dav.

My brother and I becsme more and more lnvolved in farming and W@l
started growing sovheans in 1919 and continued growing themw from that polnt
o8, W out them with & bindeyr, in as much 83 we planted them s a small grain
srop rather than a wow cvop such 88 corm, We did this withoul the use of
herbicides and still had msw@mﬁm vields and clean felds. After ten years
of this endenvor, we deglded siter resding farm t.?ﬁ?’ parg that a mmmm would
harvest this orop vetter than the way we were dolng &, We, therefore, looked

mround to find who had combines, sinee there were none in White County., Wa



went to three places: Kankakse Marsh, where a combine was used 10 combine
wheat. the Ditton fare in Benton County weed on oats, and one used on wheat
on the Taylor Fouts ferm at Deere Creel (the enteriziner, Stubby Fouts' unele).
Taylor Fouts had an International #8, 10-foot combine with &8 15-30 IHC tractor
poweyr take off, which we observed d'.:édm"%: work correctly when you ran Inlo
various lr;':z@m:éi‘é:im:a in the fle=ld, due to the fact that vour power wouldn't be
egual to the load and couldn’t changs the speed gesr fst enough. We bought
@ Model #8 MeCormick Deering, 10-foct combine with a Waukashaw motor,
This weas the first combine in White County., Prom then on we continued o
incresss ow sovbean acreage,

Mbout 1925, I became goguisintad with the Remington Parmaer's Muotual
Insurance Comgany . § became acguainted with Dandel Blddle, Harvey Schuvier,
and, also, Clarence Hanzel, ‘Eéa@‘y invited me to he a parl-time agent for the
company. In fact, Clerencs Hansel sold us our fest policy, Durlng my last
ride with Clarenge, as we lefl 1o go from Remington o Reynolds a week or two
before he diw , he told me that there was no one he ever serlously disliced,

I was married in 1828 to Althes %’;ﬁﬁmiﬁmﬁh a registersd nurse at Merey
Hospital in Ohicage. T got acqualoted with her one summer when hay f&amiﬁy
stayed at Ravinda, We were marrled Thanksgiving Dey in Chicsgo ~ { wag 26
and she was 34, Shortly after, in due time, we had four children - two boys
and two girls and, of course, we all farmed together and we all had ouwr chores
to do, We had one family car and did not have my own cay until 1938,

Ag the boys grew older, we incrensed our holdings until, eventunlly,
we had 830 acres of land between my brother and I, mmzlm that time, we had

# dufry herd and my brother discontinued actlve farming in the late 40's and he
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pastieularly dida't want to have snything to do with datrying, 80 1 kept the
dairy herd together until about 1954 untl! my youngest son, Tom, got out of
the service. Then after he got home, we had 10 make up owr minds to aither
improve our dalry opermtion by paving the cow yard, putting in & mﬁkm@mmm‘o
pulting in a seli-watering system, and other things . At that tims, after 40
years, [ had all the dalrying T wanted and 1 left it up to the two boys if they
wanted o contlnue dalrying or not, They decided to sell out and at that tme
we went into the seed business ln » blgger way and bullt the main ztart of our
seed plant in 1858, This business really started to grow after the boys ook
over in 1958 and we have grown beyond our foreseenble expectations., We
3till continued to farm, bul we increased our operation in all kinds of seed,
primarily soybeanyg, wheat, oats, barley, sead corn, alfaifas, clovers,
grass seeds, @ifmmig::&a ls and spray parts. We bhave always tried to opemsta
honestly with something worthwhile to offer the farmer, which is the only
way any business con long survive,

My two boys marrled girle from Benton County: Ruth Muller and Marge
Broullistte. Gwaw has six children: Becky, Xevin, Mary, Mark, Chris, and

Jane, Tom has five children: Mike, Michells, Tim, Fhil, and Steven,

«

My two daughters, Marthe the oldest and Ann the youngest, became
interested in religious voontions and entered the convent, Marths ﬁ@&y@d
in the convent fouryears end was a teacher at Manteno, Blinols, and prior
to making her final vows decided to leave the convent, Ann was ia the convent
two years and declded she didn’t want that vocation, ARter leaving the convent
(about the same time) they had to readjust thelr lves, somewhat, so my wife

and I aranged to have them make 8 trip to North Africa, the Holy Lands {dusing



r;y
o

the Baster season), Haly, France, Germany, Scotland, and reland, Drharing
this trip, Marthe met & yvoung man that she fell in love with and he f21l in
lowe with her ~ they were soon married. His name was Jack Gallogly and

he is President now of Sloan and Company, an zﬁ?&aﬂﬁzﬁ.mn@emm@ firm {the oldest
in Washington, D.0,.) that deals with old estate housshold goods and period
furniture and other articles that need appropriate knowledge. She hos eight
children: Mary, Dovid, Regina, Elleen, Meg, Jackie, Terry, and Monica,
Ann, my voungest daughter, married an inswanes adjuster i“x"@m. Chicsgo and
now has two children: Kathy and Jim. 8o, in all we have twenty-one grand-
ghildren, the oldest 18 19 and the youngest 4 vears of age,

Wa d@v@;@@e&ed a lake aren in the 1850°s. 1 was able to buy thres
tracts of land from thres different gwemp}@ﬂ totaling 140 acres, ((ﬁalzm along
the Tippecanos River) that had a deep gully fod by springs upon which we
daveloped %};E&ma lakes with shout 18 acres in area of water, We p};es-m%:@'ﬁ |
approgimately 30,000 trees, some of which are 40 feet tall now, m some of
i;%wli% to 10 sores of open land, We ealled it Wa y's Wonds (named byf my
wife, Ai‘ﬁaé@) , It i3 one of the few places where wild 13&» and mmm 1w _um@ =
distwbed and 18 supsivised as & classilled Foreat,

. I probably wouldn't have the neyve to make "@hm autoblography if it
wansn't f@v’ %:‘ns: emphasis cgﬁ.vy@n to me by Norman Vincent Peale's Sunday
moming talks et 8 o :;emr;.’é.q it was as good a speaker ag he, I wczmls;m”_ﬁ
nesd to write anything down on paper and use the art gﬁi" public spesking,

I have been connected ail these years with the Remington FPermers

and eventually appointed on the Board of Directors, and for some reason or
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other, | was nominated 1o be President of the Board . which T humbly appreciate.
Un the agenda that Charles sent me for this mesiing iw said there will be a

fow remarks by the president, so I have taken the Uberty to throw ln what

Hitle 1 know about myself, my fomily and my activities, All this was asgembled
rather hastily on Friday, fanusey 17, 19%5,

I think we have a very worthwhile company, We have increased our
insurance in the last yesr from 60 milllon to over 70 million dollare. We have
not done too much inoreasing in m%&; and 1f we con keep the gmmp«ér Loverage to
value, may not have to, but that still 1s an unkoown factor and will probiubly
be discussed after this moeting is ovar by the ﬁ;lzf@@m&‘sé

Ithank vou for your patience in Nstening to this autoblogmphy and

rust you might find something of interest in 17,
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